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Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated 

Crowns The 2011 “Ms. Zeta” 
! 

(July 26, 2011 Washington, DC) –In an elegant display of beauty, creativity, talent and intellect, Zeta Phi Beta 

Sorority, Inc. recently held the Ms. Zeta pageant. The pageant, 

presented in conjunction with the 2011 Zeta Organizational 

Leadership conference, was held at the beautiful J.W. Marriott 

Hotel in Washington, DC, the nation’s capital and birthplace of 

the sorority. The Ms. Zeta pageant promotes scholarship, 

service, sisterly love and finer womanhood – the principles 

upon which the sorority was founded. This year’s winner was 

Erin Lynch from Clarksville, Tennessee and a member of Rho 

Mu Zeta chapter since 2006. According to Zeta Phi Beta 

International President Sheryl P. Underwood, “The Ms. Zeta 

Pageant was established to show that the principles of Zeta are 

embodied in women who are beautiful, talented, diverse, smart 

and strong–women of vision, service and faith.”  

 

The Ms. Zeta pageant, which began in 2009, is open to all 

members, regardless of age, race or position and is a 

platform from which the message of the sorority can be 

shared around the country and the world. Underwood 

affirms that “diversity in membership has always been at 

the forefront of Zeta Phi Beta, and we will continue to 

embody inclusiveness in everything we do, because that 

is who we are!” Part of what attracted Lynch to Zeta Phi 

Beta was the sorority’s open arms to women of all races 

International*Grand*Basileus*Sheryl*P.*Underwood*
presents*2011*Ms.*Zeta*Erin*Lynch,*as*

Dr.*Constance*Hendricks*adjusts*the*crown.*

2011*Ms.*Zeta*(second*from*the*right)*and*the*Ms.*Zeta*
Court*
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and ethnic backgrounds. “My attraction to Zeta, aside from the commitment to scholarship, was the diversity I 

originally witnessed in my undergraduate years. I loved that this organization didn't have a stereotypical 

image, and that my cultural diversity, as bi-racial, was not a hindrance.” As Ms. Zeta 2011-2012, Lynch says “I 

want to let others know about this diversity and acceptance that we have through sisterhood, and that our 

collective celebration of what makes us culturally different is also what makes our organization strong. I truly 

believe "there's a Zeta in every woman regardless of race, creed, or color."  

 

The evening of the competition was filled with pageantry and stellar performances, including a serenade of 

the contestants by R&B musical group After 7. Each contestant competed in the following categories: State 

Costumes and Zeta paraphernalia; Swim/Beach Attire; Evening Gown and Talent.  

 

For ladies competing in the Ms. Zeta pageant, the work starts with the regional competitions. As winner of the 

regional competition Lynch was eligible to compete in the national Ms. Zeta pageant. Constance Smith 

Hendricks, PhD (RN, FAAN), who serves as the 18th South Central Regional Director, which includes the 

state of Tennessee has this to say, “Erin is an intelligent young woman who will represent Zeta as the 

organization of smart, beautiful and phenomenal women, that we are.” Lynch is currently pursuing a Doctor of 

Education from Tennessee State University having earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and 

Secondary Education from James Madison University in Virginia and a Master of Arts in Special Education 

from Vanderbilt University in Tennessee.  

 

When offering advise to future Ms. Zeta candidates Lynch’s Pageant Coach and fellow chapter member, 

Stephanie Peeler, has this to say, “I would advise future Ms. Zeta candidates to start early with wardrobe and 

talent preparation. This is a fun and exciting event for all, but you must remember to represent Zeta with style 

and grace.” 

 

Chandra B. Owens, Lynch’s Chapter President has this advise for future candidates for Ms. Zeta, “Surround 

yourself with realistic people to help you make realistic goals and a plan to accomplish them.” She adds, “Erin 

represents the strength of women who are of diverse backgrounds:  a military family, teacher, artist, mother, 

sister, mentor and friend. She is now a walking billboard for the local Rho Mu Zeta chapter and the 

international Zeta Phi Beta Sorority sisterhood.”  
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“We are so proud of all of our sisters that accepted the challenge of sisterly competition that the Ms. Zeta 

pageant offers. To compete in this manner requires a lot of heart, effort, talent and teamwork. We know that 

competition of this nature is not easy, but one can use this platform to enhance skills needed to succeed in 

life,” says International President Underwood. She adds this challenge to future candidates, “If you work hard, 

you too can wear the crown of Ms. Zeta!” 

 

The Ms. Zeta Pageant Coordinator was the Inaugural Ms. Zeta (2009), Lamesa Furlow-Fluery from the 

Southern Region. The 2011 Ms. Zeta was crowned by the 2010, Ms. Zeta Rikkia Rellford, from the 

Southeastern Region. A new Ms. Zeta will be crowned at the 2012 Zeta Phi Beta Boule in Chicago, Illinois.  

 

The 2011 Ms. Zeta Court includes: 

1st runner up - Elizabeth Lassiter - Tau Alpha-  Nebraska - Midwestern Region 

2nd runner up - Tiera Cobey - Phi Gamma Zeta -  Virginia - Eastern Region 

3rd runner up - Lulu Orange - Beta Tau Zeta -  Florida - Southeastern Region 

4th runner up - Elizabeth Aigbekaen - Delta Delta Zeta -  California - Pacific Region 

 

The “Founding Principles” Recipients were also recognized: 

Miss Scholarship- Erin Lynch – South Central Region 

Miss Service – Elizabeth Lassiter – Midwest Region 

Miss Sisterly Love - Lulu Orange – Southeastern Region 

Miss Finer Womanhood - Tamikia Greene – Southern Region 
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About Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated: Founded in 1920, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority was established for 

the purposes of promoting the cause of education by encouraging the highest standards of scholarship 

through scientific, literary, cultural and educational programs; promoting charitable projects on college 

campuses and within the community; fostering the spirit of sisterly love, and promoting the idea of Finer 

Womanhood.  

 


